
Watchword for Good Friday  
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16)  

(Moravian Daily Texts 2014) 

ORGAN PRELUDE  

CALL to WORSHIP (from Psalm 22) 
My God, my God,  
why have you abandoned me? I have cried 
desperately for help, but still it does not come;  
during the day I call to you, my God, but you 
do not answer; I call at night, but get no rest.   
I am no longer a human being; I am a worm, 
despised and scorned by everyone!  
All who see me jeer at me; they stick out 
their tongues and shake their heads.  
My strength is gone, gone like water  
spilt on the ground. My throat is as dry as 
dust, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my 
mouth. You have left me for dead in the dust.  
Our ancestors put their trust in you;  
they trusted you, and you saved them.  
They called to you and escaped from danger; 
they trusted you and were not disappointed.  

Hymn 374 *                    From heaven you came  
People’s Choice Hymns are marked with an asterisk (*) 

Matthew 21:1–11 - The gates of Jerusalem  
Child: Why is everyone shouting, “Hosanna”?  
Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem with all the other 
pilgrims coming for the Feast of the Passover. He is 
riding on the back of a donkey and crowds of people 
are following him; they are going ahead of him waving 
palm branches, praising him as the one God has 
sent. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed are  
those who come in the name of our God.  
Whether we recognize you  
or whether we fail to recognise you,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Matthew 26:14–18 – Judas’s bribe 
Child: What is Judas doing?  

Judas, one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, asked one of 
the religious leaders how much money they will give 
him if he leads them to Jesus, so they can arrest him.  
Even when we betray you  
and when we betray each other,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Matthew 26:19–29 - Passover meal  
Child: What happens at this meal?  
Jesus and the disciples are sharing the Passover 
meal together. It will be the last meal they have 
together. Jesus tells them that one of them will betray 
him. They protest and say they will never let him 
down. Jesus blesses bread, breaks it and gives it to 
them saying, “Take, eat, this is my body.” 

Hymn 661               Eat this bread, drink this cup  

 
Matthew 26:30–35 - The Mount of Olives 
Child: Why do they all leave Jesus?  
Although Jesus tells the disciples that they will all 
leave and abandon him, and Peter promises that he 
will never do that, the disciples are scared and 
confused. Jesus replies to Peter that before the 
rooster crows at dawn the next day Peter will have 
denied him three times. Peter will have left him.  
We let others down and others let us down, but  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Matthew 26:36–46 - Gethsemane  
Child: What is Jesus praying for?  
Jesus asks Peter, James, and John to stay awake 
while he prays. Jesus is in anguish; he is lonely and 
frightened. The three disciples fall asleep. He prays to 
God: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 
from me” – Jesus asks God if he has to travel the 
lonely path that is ahead – but he entrusts himself to 
God, saying, “Yet not what I want but what you want.”  

Even in the hardest times in our lives,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Hymn 793 *  Stay with me, remain here with me  

Matthew 26:47–56 - Jesus is arrested  
Child: Why do the soldiers have weapons?  
They bring weapons in case Jesus resists, but they 
do not need to use the weapons they have brought 
because Jesus will not fight. Judas kisses Jesus to let 
the people know which one is Jesus. The soldiers 
take Jesus away.  
We sometimes use violence  
to try to get what we want,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Matthew 26:57–68 - Jesus before Caiaphas  
Child: What has Jesus done wrong?  
Caiaphas, the Chief Priest, thinks that Jesus calls 
himself “the Messiah” which means “the chosen one.” 
This is considered to be blasphemy and that is 
insulting God. The religious leaders who have 
arrested Jesus take him to the Caiaphas’s house. 
They are looking to find a reason to put Jesus to 
death. Jesus is silent.  
We do not always act justly,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Matthew 26:69–75 - Peter in the courtyard 
Child: What happens to Peter?  
Peter is scared and is waiting outside Caiaphas’s 
house to see what happens to Jesus. Three people 
say to Peter: “You were a friend of Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Peter says he doesn’t know him. When the 
rooster crows, Peter remembers what Jesus had said 
to him, and cries. 
When we are afraid, we sometimes deny you,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Matthew 27:1–26 - Jesus before Pilate  
Child: What does Pilate do? 
Pilate, seeing that Jesus is innocent, is worried. He 
knows the religious leaders have turned the crowd 
against Jesus. He asks them to choose who should 
be killed – a thief called Barabbas, or Jesus. He 
hopes they will choose Barabbas. But the crowd 



wants Jesus to be killed. Pilate does not want to be 
held responsible so he announces that he is washing 
his hands of what happens to Jesus.  
We blame and judge others;  
we fail to take responsibility,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Hymn 356 *                     Meekness and majesty  

Matthew 27:27–31 - Soldiers mock Jesus  
Child: Why are people mocking Jesus?  
In a group, the soldiers surround Jesus, kneel, and 
pretend to worship him. They say “Hail, King of the 
Jews,” but they are really laughing at him. They spit at 
him and then place a purple cloak around him in 
mock honour. Then they remove it.  
Others sometimes mock us;  
we sometimes mock others,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever. 

Matthew 27:32–56 - Crucifixion  
Child: What happens to Jesus next?  
The soldiers take Jesus to kill him by nailing him to a 
cross with a sign on it saying “King of the Jews.” 
People are shouting at him: “If you are God’s son, 
save yourself.” Darkness falls. Jesus dies after crying 
out in prayer. Earth shakes and the rocks split apart. 
When there seems to be no light,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever.  

Matthew 27:57–66 - The tomb  
Child: Where do they take Jesus after he dies?  
Joseph, a rich follower of Jesus, asks Pilate if he can 
take Jesus’ body. He wraps it in a clean linen cloth 
and puts it in a new tomb he has carved out of the 
rock. He rolls a huge stone in front of the tomb. The 
chief priests have the tomb sealed.  
When it seems as though life has ended,  
your steadfast love, O God, endures forever.  

Hymn 382 *      O Sacred Head, sore wounded!  

BLESSING and Threefold Amen (No. 819) 

ORGAN POSTLUDE   
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Good Friday 
Holy Week Journey 

“Pax intrantibus, salus exeuntibus” 

“On entering, peace – on departure, blessing” 
(Pauluskirche Bochum – Porch Inscription 1655) 

Worship every Sunday at 12.30  
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